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PaStor’S CorNer 
 

It is a wonderful and refreshing experience to 
see parishioners (old and new) returning to 
regular in-person mass attendance after a 

year-long hiatus occasioned by the 
Coronavirus pandemic.  We welcome back 

families and individuals who have transitioned 
from virtual mass attendance to in-person 

mass attendance.  We pray that those, who 
for one health concern or the other are not 
able to join us in-person at this time, may 

one day be able to join us.  Whether you or 
your family is able to join us in-person or 

virtually during this pandemic, we are happy 
that you chose to be part of our St. Leo 
Parish community and assure you of our 

thoughts and prayers.  
One of the overarching themes in this edition 

of parish newsletter is Gratitude.  Having 
gone through the scourging period of the 
Coronavirus pandemic and are still alive to 

talk about it gives us a tremendous reason to 
be grateful to God.  Who but God could have 

spared us from the avalanche of death toll 
experienced by many families in our country 
and around the world (especially the people 

of India, who are currently dealing with the 
skyrocketing death tolls every day just like 

we did a few months ago).  How could we 
have survived the searing moments of this 
pandemic without the gift of God’s ingenuity 

to our essential care workers, scientists, 
mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters, who 

not only went beyond the call of duty but also 
put their lives on the line to continue to serve 
us.  We are grateful to God for these our 

unsung heroes and pray God’s manifold 
blessings on them. 

The month of May is a very special month 
dedicated to honoring all mothers (especially 
the Blessed Mother for the pivotal role she 

played in the history of our salvation) and our 
mothers (biological and otherwise; living or 

dead - for their many acts of selfless love and  

 

devotion in caring and raising us to be who 
we are today).  We really cannot thank our 

mothers enough for all they have “been” and 
“continue” to be for us!  For those who are 
fortunate to have their mothers still alive, 

treat your mother with love and kindness. 
Remember, kindness to a mother goes a 

long way!  For those whose mothers have 
gone before us awaiting the Resurrection, do 
not also fail to celebrate your mother by 

praying and offering masses for her eternal 
repose, and if possible, visit her grave on 

some of her special anniversaries, for 
example; Birthday, Mother’s Day, etc.  It 
would be a misnomer not to say a few words 

to celebrate the mothers and women in our 
parish family, who work behind the scenes 

to serve us.  You are a cherished blessing to 
our parish family.  On this Mother’s Day 

celebration, we join your families and friends 
in celebrating and thanking you for what you 
do selflessly to make our lives easier, fun 

and exciting.  May God bless you in manifold 
grace.  Happy Mother’s Day!   

Thanks and God bless. – Fr. Alfred Obiudu 

 

New Parishioners 
 

St. Leo’s is delighted to have the following 

families join OUR parish family: 
Charles and Deb Myers, Ruth Roller, Larry 

Turner, Dave Linthicum, Carolyn Calderon, 
the Cordell family: Brandon, Brittney, and 
Blaire, the Miller family: Brandon, Christina, 

and baby Branson, and the Streeter family: 
Jonathan, Danielle, and Cecelia Rae. 

 

RCIA Class of 2021 
 

Congratulations to Dave Linthicum, and 
Danielle and Cecelia Streeter, our newest 

members of the Catholic Church brought in 
at the Easter Vigil.  
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Featured Ministry 
Boy Scouts 
 
Congratulations to Justin Raney and Justin 

Powell for achieving the Eagle Scout rank, a 
treasured achievement.  To attain the Eagle 

rank, a Scout must earn at least 21 merit 
badges, fulfill leadership roles and display 

outdoor skills, demonstrate by example the 
Scout Oath, and complete a comprehensive 
service project in the community.  Justin 

Raney’s Eagle Project was the Renovation of 
the Darksville UMC Recreation Area.  Justin 

Powell worked on the Berkeley County 
Humane Society Exercise Area Renovation.  
Thank you for your dedication and 

commitment to your projects. 
 

First Holy Communion  
 

1st Holy Communion will be held on Sunday, 

May 22nd at 11 am.  Those receiving this 
sacrament are: 
Mason Burkhart, Hannah Heckman, Colton 

Lentine, Lukas Mesich, Audrey Ritenour, Lydia 
Ritenour, Victoria Schlack, and Brook Snyder. 

 

Confirmation Candidates 
 

Confirmation with Bishop Mark Brennan will 

be held Friday, May 28 at 6:30 pm.  Those 
receiving this sacrament are: 
Shelby Bohrer, Katelyn Evans, Cassidy 

McDonald, Megan Millay, Christian Petruzzello, 
Nicholas Petruzzello, Gracie Sidow, and Jared 

Wilberger.   
 

IMPORTANT MILESTONES 
 

Remember to notify the Newsletter Team with 

any upcoming anniversaries for those special 
milestones for 10, 25, 50, or more years.  

Let’s celebrate! 

 

Get Ready to Party! 
 

Stay tuned for upcoming events this Fall 
with a CELEBRATION WEEKEND of activities 

as we strive to get back together again and 
create a new ‘normal’.  We’ll be looking to 
YOU, our parish family, for ideas.  

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

The Amazon Smile program brought in 

$161.52 for activity from October 1 thru 
December 31, 2020. Consider purchasing 
an Amazon gift card for those upcoming 

graduation celebrations. You can help out 
twice by purchasing an Amazon gift card! 

 

St. PatriCk’S Day take-out 
 

Thanks to everyone who came out for our 
St. Patrick’s Day take-out dinner.  We 

handed out 100 meals.  We greatly 
appreciated the donations, taking in over 

$400.  This helped pay for the cost of the 
corn beef!  Let’s pray for next year being 
back in the hall to celebrate in St. Leo’s 

style!! 
 

FANTASTIC Fish Fry  
 

While we kept our social distancing, that did 
NOT keep us from having our annual fish 
fry.  Thanks to everyone who came out to 

support this fundraiser and for the terrific 
help in the kitchen.   

 

Newsletter Team 
 

Got some scoop?  The editors of Joyful 
Noise are Sheri Lincecum and Karen 

Bageant.  Email us at 
joyfulnoise@stleo.com. 

 


